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October 9th 2009


Dear Parents/Carers

It hardly seems possible that we have been back at school for five weeks! It has been a very busy time with the children out and about and involved in lots of activities. The older children have been on residential visits; Y6 to Grafham Water and Y5 to Burwell House. Y3 and Y4 have both enjoyed re-enactment days with ‘hands-on’ activities which have really brought their history work to life. Pictures of all these activities can be found on the new website on www.milton.cambs.sch.uk.  Please can I apologise for the difficulties some parents have experienced accessing the new website.  We are working with the provider in order to resolve the issue swiftly.
Can I thank those of you that sent in contributions to this week’s harvest celebrations. 
Hopefully you will have received a slip indicating the time of your parent/teacher consultation appointment. The focus of this meeting is to discuss how your child has settled into his/her new class. We allocate 10 minutes for each appointment; if you feel you have an issue to discuss that will require longer than this please can I ask you to make a separate appointment at another time. 

Parental Questionnaires July 2009 Each year in July we consult parents/carers in Y1, 4 & 6 in order to gather their views on different aspects of our provision.  The responses are collated by a governor and parental views and suggestions taken into account in our future planning.
Y1 (59% parents responded)

57% were very satisfied and 40% satisfied with their child’s progress. Similar figures indicated satisfaction with information about progress, with parents indicating that they had been informed about any concerns at an early stage. 94% of parents found the class newsletters useful; one parent indicated he/she would like more detail possibly half termly. 71% were very satisfied and 26% satisfied with the values and standards the school promotes. Importantly 94% of responses found the school welcoming. Only one parent indicated that he/she had not been offered the opportunity to get involved with class and school activities. There were no common threads with the comments made by parents other than  the two parents who would like more feed back on homework  and a comment that ‘evening courses were better’,

Y4 (39% parents responded)

All parents indicated that they felt the school expects high academic standards although one felt that very able students can be constrained by the Y4 curriculum. 91% felt that their children had benefitted from the focus on PHSE (Personal Health & Social Education). Two parents commented on the need to continue to focus on relationships in the playground. Three parents indicated that their children had experience bullying in the last two years while another two were unsure. 100% of parents felt both that the school provides a safe and stimulating environment and staff are approachable. 86% had been given the opportunity to help with class and school activities.62% were very satisfied and 38% satisfied with the information given to them about their children’s progress.

Y6 (35% parents responded)

The response from Y6 parents was similar to that of Y4 in several important aspects.100% felt that the school encouraged a good standard of work with 75% very satisfied and 25% satisfied with their children’s progress. 90% felt their child was well prepared for secondary school, two parents were unsure.90% felt that the children had benefitted from the focus on PHSE but again there was a comment about the need for continual focus on playground relationships. Five parents indicated that their children had experienced some bullying in the last 2 years but importantly that when reported the school had taken steps to stop it. 100% felt that they had been informed of school events and issues relating to their children’s education. Although 100% felt their children enjoyed the more creative homework there were many comments. 
These varied with several focusing on the opportunity for children to develop their own ideas and express them creatively, to others who clearly found it a battle or hard to fit in with family circumstances.  
One parent would prefer the termly challenge being set to reinforce a skill taught in school. Parents identified many areas in which the school was strong; the school ethos, caring staff and support for the children were appreciated. High academic standards combined with enjoyment were also important to parents.

Again there was not any common focus to the suggestions for improvement. More access to RADAR groups was mentioned (x2), more lunch time clubs and supervision during the long break. One parent felt that too many activities took place at the end of the school year often with little notification – we will endeavour do something about this. Eco schools were mentioned; in fact we are beginning to work towards this accreditation.

Parents were asked to indicate which workshops they would find useful. The responses were taken into consideration when planning the following information sessions for parents:
Autumn term:






Spring term:

· Family SEAL (Y1 & Y2)



      ●     Extending reading KS2
· Raising Children

· Addition

· Phonics & developing early reading skills
· E – Safety (November 24th – 7.00pm)
We value the views of parents and are very grateful to those who took the time to complete these questionnaires.
Individual Photographs The photographer will be in school on Thursday 22nd October in order to take individual and family photographs.  If you would like pre school siblings included in the picture please bring them to KS1 hall at 8.30 am.
Dogs – Please can I remind you that dogs are not allowed on either of the playgrounds or field. This rule also applies to the out of school activities such as Saturday morning football. 

Butt Lane – once again parents have expressed concern about the speed of traffic in Butt Lane. Please can I ask all parents to take great care in this area. The car park is for staff vehicles and should not be used as a turning area for cars as this is a danger for pedestrians. The PSCO will be monitoring the traffic at peak times.

Can I remind you that school will be closed on Monday October 12th for a staff training day.

Yours sincerely 

S J Dorrington
	Congratulations to Art and George Payne who have been very successful in ski racing. In the last race of this year’s summer Eastern Region League, Art secured the second place position in his category, a fantastic achievement for his first year as a racer.  Despite missing the final race due to injury, George came tenth overall in his group, but he is catching up on the winners all the time!


Cambridge Junior Chess & Go Club -  Wednesdays, 6pm to 7.30 pm, St Augustine’s Church Hall, Richmond Road.  For more details, phone Paul on 01223 563932, e-mail junclub@chessgo.org.uk . Website: http://www.chessgo.org.uk

Festival of Ideas – Running from Wednesday 21st October to Sunday 1st November.  The Festival of ideas will deliver high quality talks, discussions, workshops and interactive activities to a range of audiences of all ages.  To reigister your interest in any of the events please contact The Festival of Ideas team at: cfi@admin.cam.ac.uk.
Messy Praise – Love your Neighbour!  On Sunday 18th October 3.30 – 5.30 pm at All Saints’ Church, Church Lane, Milton.  For more details please contact Church Office 441007.
Aerobics and Body Tone Classes -  Milton Community Centre.  Aerobics & Bodytone Class – Friday 9.30 – 10.30 Sculpt & Tone Class Friday 10.45 – 11.30 am.  For more information or details please call Hayley Smith on 01954 211464 / 07748 784246.
