Milton C of E Primary School

Curriculum and Achievement Meeting – Tuesday 24th November 2009, 6.45pm

Present

Nat Johnson (Chair)

Sue Dorrington

James Fraser


Paul Seekings


Mirza Baig


David Owen

Elisabeth Hill


Judith Manwaring (clerk)

1. Welcome and Apologies
Nat welcomed everyone present to the meeting.   The meeting started at the earlier time of 5.45pm due to the E Safety meeting at 7.00pm.  Mirza, David and Elisabeth joined during items 6 and 7.

Apologies were accepted from Gary O’Shea, Mike Staplehurst, Julie Russell and David Lee.

2. Minutes of the previous meeting – 15th September 2009 

The minutes were signed as a true copy of the last meeting.

3. Matters Arising

(7) SENDA – Following advice and support from a parent, a portable hearing loop for use in the school halls has been purchased.

(10) Creative Curriculum update – agenda item 10

(11) Family SEAL

Action Agenda item for 26th January 2010 meeting 

4. Declaration of any other business

Music and French link reports


Sue

5. Declaration of Interest

None

6. Review of Governor Improvement Plan 

Nat said that RAISEOnline is on the agenda and the other items on the plan are long term issues.

7. RAISEonline Data – Implications from writing results

Sue reported that RAISEonline is published in the late autumn; it is one of the main sources of information that will be used by OfSTED.  (RAISEonline is a web-based system containing school based data.)

It provides a range of information comparing the current data against previous achievement enabling us to look at trends. It also provides some national data which again allows for comparison against both national trends and schools with a similar context to Milton.

Sue reported on how the data is transferred into the sections of the SEF (Self Evaluation Form)

SEF 

Section A1.1 –The school context
The school has undergone a period of change in the last three years.
The number on role is declining; 2006 – 405, 2009 - 377

Currently 76.9%of children are from the ward.  From 2007 to 2009 the percentage of pupils from minority ethnic groups has increased from 17.3% to 21.4% and the percentage of children for who English is not the first language has risen from 8.2% to 14.2%.  Both of these factors have increased at a higher rate than the national trend.  At least 21 languages are spoken. 

The school deprivation factor has slightly risen over the last 3 years unlike the national figure which has fallen by a similar amount.  The 3.6% of children receiving free school meals is below the national average but may not be indicative of eligibility.  RAISEonline reveals that both the percentage of children with SEN (Special Educational Needs) and statements has risen at a faster rate than the national trend.  The percentage of children with SEN in both the current and previous Year 6 is notably higher than usual for Milton.

We celebrate our diverse population and are proud of the achievements of all our children.

Section A2.1 Pupils Attainment

Year 6 data (2009).

This was an exceptional year for Milton, as some pupils were working below Level 3 so unable to access the tests (3.6%)

Achievement is above average because the majority of indicators for the final key stage over the past three years have been significantly above average.  Pupils’ current work indicates that attainment is above average.  Boys achieve well.  Minority ethnic groups also achieve well.

· Milton was above local and national results in English level 4+, maths level 4+, reading level 5, Writing level 5 and significantly above in reading level 4+, maths level 5, science level 5

· Milton was broadly in line with national results in English level 5, writing level 5, science level 4+

· Milton was below national results in writing level 4+

· Attainment at Key Stage 2 in 2009 is average

Average points scores (APS) over three years for all subjects, English, maths and science

· The school’s overall APS is above (but with no significance) the national 2009 average 

· Attainment at Key Stage 2, over a three year period is above average. 2009 data shows attainment is higher than average however not significantly higher as with other 2 years

· There is a fluctuating trend in attainment over the past 3 years.

· Reading is a significant strength in Level 4 plus and Level 5 for boys

Attainment against national outcomes 2009 
	Key Stage 2
	Above average
	Average

	Percentage of pupils:
	5% above national
	Similar to the national 

	English & Maths combined L4+
	National
	77%
	72%

	
	School
	77%
	


Attainment is above average for combined English and Maths L4+

Group sizes are below the sizeable limit of 20% for all except the boys and girls. 

Minority Ethnic Groups (cohort 12):

The APS for the majority of ethnic pupils’ is slightly above the national.

Section A2.2 Pupil Progress

We judge progress to be good on the basis of:

· The majority of groups of pupils making at least good progress and some making outstanding progress through both Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.

· AfL (Assessment for Learning) strategies ensuring pupils are clear of expectations and can make judgements about their learning. The 2009 pupil questionnaire revealed that older Key Stage 2 children are well aware of how they are progressing through the constant feedback from teachers (see pupil questionnaire).

· The school’s systematic process ensuring that pupil progress is tracked. Termly Pupil Progress Meetings (PPMs) have been supportive of the identification of focus children and the strategies to be adopted to achieve accelerated learning.

Pupil progress 

Foundation Stage:

· The 2008-09 entry level data indicated that the cohort was not as strong as in previous years.

· Assessment procedures have continued to be developed in line with national and LA guidance. The decline in results in 2009 was expected due the change in focus to 80% of assessment from child initiated activities.   

· The 2008 – 2009 average ranged from between 3.2 and 4.9 points progress.

· The 2007 – 2008 average progress was between 4 and 4.8.

Key Stage 1

Year 2 progress 2008 - 2009:

Average point scores over three years for all subjects, reading, writing and maths show consistently good progress.

· APS outcomes indicate that progress throughout KS2 is good.

· Pupils identified as underachieving become the focus children for teachers. Termly pupil progress meetings with SMT track the effectiveness of support and the progress of these children. Analysis of data (Summer 2009) indicates that this is impacting positively on progress.

· Reading is a consistent strength throughout the school.

APS for 2009 Year 6 for the school is not in keeping with previous years and APS expected from teacher assessments. 

8. ICT Update

James provided an update on ICT in school. 

The school have subscribed to support from the County ICT Service to complete the Self Review Framework (SRF)

There is an online self review tool run by Becta for the ICT Mark.

Richard Riley (county consultant) has met with Catherine, James and Sue in October.  At this meeting the statement of intent to complete the ICT Mark was made and we have the certificate for this. 

Presently James and Catherine are working with Richard Riley to go through the self review tool collating the evidence for meeting the ICT mark.  Curriculum is one aspect of this.  Richard Riley is next in on December the 9th at 9am to work on the leadership vision and then the remaining sections.  James said that he intends to invite governors in to be part of the creation of the vision.

James left the meeting at 6.35pm to prepare for the E-Safety meeting

9. SEN Update

Sue explained that it would be a brief summary of the current SEN position due to the absence of Lorraine Webb the SENCo (SEN Co-ordinator) due to illness.

There are currently 49 children on the SEN register; 34 at school action and 12 at action plus. 

The percentage of children with SEN in both the current and previous Year 6 is notably higher than usual for Milton.

The planning meeting with Access to Learning has taken place.  The needs of specific children were discussed.  One of the most significant pieces of work planned for this academic year is focused on training of Teaching Assistants working in the classroom and with specific groups of children.

The preschool service has been in touch with the school advising us that we will be admitting children with very specific needs.  This allows us to put appropriate provision in place.

10. Creative Curriculum update

The need for a cohesive curriculum has been recognised with regard to the issues raised by the Rose Review.  The teaching staff are aware that the curriculum is changing in response to the report.

Sue reported that staff feedback at the end of half term has been very positive.  Planning will continue to develop throughout the year. The first scrutiny has been undertaken.

Curriculum overviews for the year are in place across the school.  Curriculum subject coverage is generally well balanced.  Maths is often a discrete subject and progress has raised some concerns, with the topic providing a context for a skill or challenge. Where possible literacy has been linked but only when there are meaningful contexts.

Curriculum links are meaningful, which has been identified as strength. These should support deeper learning and give the children the opportunity to immerse themselves in a subject. Some year groups have made more links than others. Some year groups have tended to link foundation subjects around a key theme. The staff are ensuring that skills are covered and not repeated due to links. 

Units are sequenced appropriately for different age groups and the content of the topic. Learning objectives are always identified. Several different sources of planning have been utilised. We will need to develop a common format by the end of this year when the staff evaluates the impact of the more creative curriculum. Speaking and listening is a significant strength.  Paired and group work is identified in planning. 

ICT themes generally integrated well so key skills are applied in meaningful contexts. ICT is clearly supporting teaching and learning in all areas of the curriculum. 

Opportunities for Gifted and Talented learners are identified in all year groups but they still need to be extended. 

11. Any other business

The music and French links reports were circulated with the agenda.

Nat thanked Sue for the reports and said that they were very encouraging.

12. Date of next meeting

Tuesday 26th January 2010, 6.00pm

The meeting closed at 6.50pm

Signed:

Chair

Date:

